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Dear Parent or Guardian: 

 

Your child has been scheduled to complete his/her Graduation Project this semester.  The 

graduation project is a state requirement that requires students to communicate, present, and 

exhibit significant knowledge and understanding of a project that demonstrates knowledge, 

application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of information.  There will be 5 sessions intended 

to help students organize their culminating projects. However, it is the studentôs responsibility to 

design and implement his/her own project.  Your son/daughter will be expected to present his/her 

project to the evaluation committee as a culminating activity. 

 

The best way that you can be involved with the graduation project is knowing what project your 

son/daughter has selected, signing the form, and offering assistance and encouragement along the 

way.  You should allow your child freedom to complete the project on his/her own. 

 

The graduation project includes a number of phases to be completed throughout the semester:  

initial planning, researching, communicating with others, maintaining a log of time spent on the 

project, making a presentation with a visual aid (PowerPoint, video or computer simulation), 

meeting deadlines, etc.  These are areas reflecting real-world expectations that meet part of the 

graduation project requirements. 

 

The project requirements will be discussed during the 5 sessions; however, it will be the 

studentôs responsibility to complete the project independently.  A successful project involves 

parent and teacher input as well as student initiative and self-discipline.  A final evaluation will 

be done during the semester and will be completed by a panel comprised of teachers and/or 

administrators. 

 

Students requiring paperwork for shadowing must have all forms turned in 

and approved by an administrator at least 1 week prior to shadowing 

experience. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to your childôs graduation project. 

 

 

 

Parent Signature:___________________________  Date________________ 

 

Student Signature:__________________________  Date________________ 
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Dear Students, 

 

Welcome to the Graduation Project Class.   

 

In 1999 the Board of Education of the state of Pennsylvania adopted regulations that changed the 

requirements for graduating from high school.  A component of these regulations is the 

completion of a culminating project that demonstrates the studentôs ability to ñapply, analyze, 

and evaluate information, and to communicate significant knowledge and understanding.ò  With 

this in mind, the West Jefferson Hills Board of School Directors adopted a local requirement that 

all seniors complete a graduation project in order to receive a diploma. 

 

Past experience has indicated that students would benefit from some structure to accomplish this 

project, and thus the Graduation Project sessions have been instituted to help students achieve 

this requirement.  The goal of these sessions is to provide a structure for students without 

creating an unrealistic and overwhelming task.  The subject for this project remains one that 

should showcase the studentôs individual interests, but class sessions will provide a sequence 

leading to the success of the project. 

 

The following handbook contains the syllabus and worksheets that will be used during these 

sessions.  The teacher will provide activities to help you focus on a topic, develop content, and 

prepare the oral presentation.  A minimum of 40 hours should be dedicated to its completion.  

The district recognizes the demands of a studentôs academic and extracurricular activities; 

therefore, the time spent in the sessions will be factored into this time commitment.  However, it 

will be necessary for you to work on your project outside of school.  Because you have several 

weeks before you present your project, you should have ample time to complete this requirement 

during the semester. 

 

Please know that your success is the goal.  By the end of the semester, you will have completed 

an important step in your graduation process.   
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Components of Graduation Project 

 
 No group projects. 

 

 If a student is completing a shadowing experience and requesting to miss school to complete 

it, he/she needs to see Vice Principal to obtain a Shadowing Experience form. 

 

 Technology must be used in some way.  

 

 PowerPoint presentations are highly recommended.   

 

 All paperwork must be turned in by the last session, or the project is a failure.  (It is your 

responsibility for meeting the required deadlines.) 

 

 Paperwork includes: 

1. Signature on Parent letter 

2. Brainstorming Worksheet 

3. Analyze Your Choices 

4. Proposal/required signatures 

5. Activity Log 

6. Mid-point Progress Report 

7. Written Abstract 

8. Self-evaluation 

 

 Every assignment must be typed (except the ñBrain-Stormingò assignment and ñAnalyze 

Your Choicesò assignment.) 

 

 All projects must involve research and works cited.  Presentations must include a reference 

page of the resources used.  (See Appendices A and B in back for the procedures to follow.) 

 

 In addition to the written assignment, a presentation is also required.  (see pgs. 26-28) 

 

 

 
NOTES:   

1. If a student fails the project during their junior year, they will be rescheduled to complete 

the project their senior year; however, the original failing grade will still appear on the 

transcript. 

2. If a student fails the project, they have one opportunity to revamp their original project; 

however, they must log additional hours.  If they fail two times, they must complete a 

new project.  
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Graduation Project 

5 Sessions 

Session #1 C Bell 

 Distribute the Graduation Project booklet 

 Read through Components of Graduation Project (pg. 3) 

 Explain Activity Log 

 Read through: 

o Letter to Parent (pg. 1) 

o Letter to Student (pg. 2) 

o Components (pg. 3) 

o List of Suggested Topics (pgs. 5-8) 

o Brainstorming sheet for students (pg. 9) 

 Assignment:  Complete the following for session #2 

o Signed Letter to Parent 

o How to Select a Topic 

o Analyze Your Choices 

o Typed Proposal 

 

Session #2 D Bell 

 Hand in: 

o Signed Letter to Parent 

o How to Select a Topic 

o Analyze Your Choices 

o Typed Proposal 

 Explain Mid-point Progress Report (pgs. 18-19) 

 Assignment:  Complete the Mid-point Progress Report for session #3 

 

Session #3 C Bell 

 Hand in: 

o Mid-point Progress Report 

 Discuss technology requirements (pg. 24) 

 Critique a sample presentation using the rubric (pgs. 27-28) 

 Explain Written Abstract (pgs. 20-21) 

 Assignment:  Complete the Written Abstract for session #4 
 

Session #4 D Bell 

 Hand in: 

o Written Abstract 

 Explain Self-Evaluation (pgs. 22-23) 

 Assignment:  Complete the following for session #5 

o Self-Evaluation 

o Student Cover Page (pg. 32) 

 

Session #5 C Bell 

 Hand in: 

o Self-Evaluation 

o Student Cover Page  

 Assemble Presentation booklet 

 Discuss Presentation Tips (pgs. 25-26) 

 Reinforce Evaluation Rubric (pgs. 27-28) 

 Discuss Final Reminders (pg. 31) 
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LIST OF SUGGESTED TOPICS 
 

Please note:  These are some of the possibilities for graduation project topics.  All topics must 

be approved by the advisor. 
 

Academic Projects 

1. Develop a science fair project 

2. Statistical projects 

3. Math/Computer projects   (Web Page projects must be coded in HTML) 

4. Architectural design 

5. Engineering project 

6. Compose foreign language short story or poem 

7. Develop a theoretical trip abroad with all components 

8. Devise foreign language software 

9. Dramatic interpretation in foreign language 

10. Fashion show in foreign language 

11. Clothing or craft project 

12. Plan preschool activities 

13. Novel project 

14. Visual interpretation of major literary work 

15. Intensive study of major author and work 

16. Life-skills portfolio (consumer related ï income tax, job application, resume, budget) 

17. Multi -disciplinary research project 

18. Write, perform and evaluate original dramatic production 

19. Research and critique dietary guidelines of local health care facility 

20. History day project 

21. Instrumental/musical recitals 

22. Videotape/photograph historical architecture of a community 

23. Research the history of the West Jefferson Hills School District 

 

Internships 

1. Intern with business firm in entry level or higher position 

2. Intern with elementary teacher/subject area teacher  

3. Intern in health related career 

4. Intern with government or private industry 

5. Intern with newspaper or publishing entity 

6. Intern with designing firm/local theater/art association 

7. Internship at a day care center 

8. Apprentice with seamstress or tailor 

9. Intern with a general contractor and design something for the school grounds 

10. Intern with a skilled tradesman and donate work to a worthy cause 

11. Restore a car/other transportation for someone in the American Association of Retired 

Persons (AARP) 

12. Write, produce, or direct cable or TJTV programming as an extension 
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Personal Projects 

1. Research and create a thorough visual representation of a personal family tree and teach 

others the same 

2. Develop an individualized diet and exercise program to help in the health classes 

3. Learn, master, and demonstrate a new skill and teach it to others in a structured setting 

4. Research how to develop an investment portfolio, track its performance and make 

modifications 

 

School Improvement  

1. Develop and execute math tutoring program 

2. Design a web page for a teacher to use 

3. Design and publish newsletter/brochure for local company using Desktop Publishing 

4. Develop pamphlet describing research on careers or college 

5. Organize a career day 

6. Design Business Education Department of the future 

7. Create a district pamphlet 

8. Design an event to promote a safe and drug-free school 

9. Create a video about physical fitness and health issues 

10. Work with elementary classes to reinforce wellness 

11. Work as a student trainer 

12. Develop intramural program 

13. Design aesthetic projects, murals, landscaping 

14. Design a playground 

15. Organize and maintain a club or an activity 

16. Organize and execute a school clean up 

17. Design and create a piece of art for public display at the school 

18. Plan the district-wide art show 

19. Work with a sports team and collect and produce video clips of the seasonôs best, 
funniest, most exciting plays and moments, etc. 

20. Plan/organize a recycling project 

 

Entrepreneur Projects 

1. Set up a small business and keep all records 

2. Operate expanded student store 

3. Student contracted project 

4. Form a company to design, develop and produce a product 

5. Organize a fundraiser 

6. Establish catering business 

7. Establish coffee shop 

8. Develop computer software or a unique software application  

 

Practical Arts Projects 

1. Build a piece of furniture and donate it      

2. Cater a social function for the community, local firemen, etc. 

3. Demonstrate carpentry skills by remodeling or enhancing an area in the community 

4. Design and redecorate a room for a womenôs shelter 

5. Build an addition to an existing structure for a community organization 

6. Create and implement a landscape architectural design for a community park 

7. Complete a beautification project for your church 
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Community Projects 

1. Prepare income taxes for elderly/disadvantaged 

2. Coordinate service project for philanthropic organization 

3. Perform a service project 

4. Create advertisement brochures for foreign speakers in area 

5. Volunteer at homeless shelter 

6. Volunteer at geriatric facility to promote fitness 

7. Organize wellness program for district employees 

8. Participate in health related fund-raisers 

9. Participate in health screen day 

10. Volunteer by planning activities at a hospital/nursing home 

11. Develop an environmental improvement project 

12. Examine community needs and implement improvement project 

13. Refurbish historical site 

14. Design golf course or miniature golf course 

15. Design and build a fitness trail 

16. Perform a service for a senior citizen community 

17. Organize a community festival (i.e., arts, music, foods, multicultural heritage, etc.) 

18. Plan and supervise an elementary school bicycle safety program 

19. Coach a community sports team (teach skills) 

20. Teach religious instruction classes 

21. Work with and for a political candidate during a primary or general election campaign 

 

Fine Arts and Creative Projects 

1. Compose and perform a piece of music for a senior citizen home 

2. Organize a student concert 

3. Organize a student art show 

4. Edit and produce a magazine for a school/community organization 

5. Edit and produce a school newspaper 

6. Write and publish a short story or book of poems 

7. Design and paint a mural for display somewhere in the community 

8. Plan and conduct a showing of your personal artwork or writings 

9. Design and dress a display area for a department in the high school 

10. Write and illustrate a childrenôs book in English or foreign language 

11. Choreograph and direct a dance performance 

12. Make a video for public service announcements 
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Teacher-Generated Ideas 

1. Extend a science fair project 

2. Complete a Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) extension project 

3. Develop a booster club for an athletic team 

4. Complete a foreign exchange opportunity 

5. Organize for a band to play music at a dance or school-sponsored event 

6. Develop an ethnographic extension for a social studies teacher 

7. Conduct a peer-tutoring project 

8. Produce a highlight film for any sports team, musical, or related event 

9. Establish a homework help system 

10. Create and paint a design for a community center 

11. Create an appropriate animated movie for a class/elementary school 

12. Write, direct, and perform a childrenôs theater production 

13. Create an elementary drama production 

14. Design puppets and produce a puppet show for younger kids 

15. Develop public relations or marketing material for a theater/business 

16. Plan a ñSave the Rainforestò project 

17. Extend a Pennsylvania Governorôs School project 

18. Help train others for a marathon or related sporting event 

19. Work with a veterinary hospital staff member (shadow experience) 

20. Research how the brain, skeletal, or other system in the body works and produce a video 

or visual for display 

21. Work with Animal Friends on a project 

22. Work with disabled children 

23. Create and follow through with a recycling program for a semester 

24. Work with the local Food Bank 

25. Sponsor and administer a voter registration drive 

26. Organize a spring extravaganza for a senior citizens center 

27. Coach a league for area recreation associations. 

28. Design a cultural display case for a local business 

29. Establish a correspondence program with a school in a foreign country or local school  

30. Organize a traveling art show 

31. Organize a foreign language tutoring time for the language of your choice 

32. Develop audiotapes of novels and short stories 

33. Establish an environmental monitoring project 

 

 

Please note:  The word ñextensionò listed in some of the examples means taking a classroom 

skill/project/outcome and expanding that idea to go above and beyond what was submitted in 

the class or required in the class by a classroom teacher. 

 

 

*  Some projects may need to start BEFORE the junior year.  (You must obtain permission 

    before starting.) 

 



THOMAS  JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION PROJECT 
 

9 

 

 

 

Brainstorming Sheet for Students 
 

Contemplate all the areas of interest in your life.  Where do you see yourself in ten years?  Where do you see your 

project in relationship to one or any of the ideas listed below? 
 

1.  Social studies (historical study, cultural studyé) 
 

2.  Space (exploration, extraterrestrial theoryé) 
 

3.  Specialized hobbies or collections (coins, cars, dollsé) 
 

4.  Philosophy (comparative studies, certain theorists or leadersé) 
 

5.  Art (producing the schoolôs art show, painting a mural, designing a stained glass window for  

     schoolé) 
 

6.  Education (working with elementary students in the district, working with a high school  

     teacher on a topic, working with the county to stop illiteracyé) 
 

7.  Technology (wood, metal, cars, computers, graphics, electronicsé) 
 

8.  Family and consumer sciences (designing and sewing costumes for a play, musical, or  

     homecoming; catering a special eventé) 
 

9.  Writing and/or literature (writing and illustrating a childrenôs book in English or a foreign  

     language, compiling a poetry booké) 
 

10. Math and science (exploring certain math theories, starting a tutoring program after school,  

     pursuing an ozone study or starting a recycling programé) 
 

11. Photography/film (making a movie, taping and editing school events, showing photographsé) 
 

12. Social concerns (homelessness in Pittsburgh, aging, youth violenceé) 
 

13. Career path (journalists, doctors, physical therapists, researchersé) 
 

14. Volunteer/community service extension (volunteer project at a local hospital, ALL of Us Careé) 
 

15. QUEST extension (continuation of internship or shadowing experienceé) 
 

16. Travel (languages, working during a break in a foreign landé) 
 

17. Health and fitness (diets, physical goals, teaching othersé) 
 

18. Performing arts (music, dance, dramaé) 
 

19. Business (trends, stocks, computersé) 
 

20. Sports-related project (teaching children a new sport/skill, volunteering at the YMCAé) 
 

21. Gain certification in an area (like CPR and help host a health fair) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted with the permission of the Fox Chapel Area School District. 
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