Preparing for FreshmanYear



Graduation Requirements

How many credits for aTJ diploma?

CLASS OF 2022

Language Arts (English) 4
Social Studies 4
Science 3
Mathematics 3
Computers 0.5
Physical Education 1.6
Health 0.2
Arts and/or Humanities 1
Electives/Additional Credits 8.7

Total Credits 26.00



Some General Notes

g Period Schedule

8 Academic Periods - 42 minutes each
1 Lunch Period — 30 minutes

16 minute homeroom

Rotating 5 Day Schedule — A, B, C, D, E days



Sample 9t" Grade Schedule

Period 1

Period 2

Period 3

Period 4
Period 5
Period 6
Period 7

Period 8

Period g

English 1
Algebraa

15t semester
Software Apps
2"d Semester

General Art

Spanish |
Biology
Phys. Ed
Lunch

Gov./Civics

Band

English 1
Algebra 1

15t semester
Software Apps
2"d Semester

General Art

Spanish |
Biology
Biology Lab

Lunch

Gov./Civics

Band

English 1
Algebra 1

15t semester
Software Apps
2"d Semester

General Art

Spanish |
Biology
Phys. Ed

Lunch

Gov./Civics

Band

English 1
Algebra 1

15t semester
Software Apps
2"d Semester

General Art

Spanish |
Biology
Study Hall

Lunch

Gov./Civics

Band

English 1
Algebra 1

15t semester
Software Apps
2"d Semester

General Art

Spanish |
Biology
Study Hall
Lunch

Gov./Civics

Band



Some General Notes

If you need help in a class, ask your teacher for help! We don’t have
activity periods like they do at middle school. Your teacher won't
pull you.You will need to seek out the help you want/need.

If you miss school for three or more days, have your parent
request work or if you know you will be out then see your teachers
before you miss the days.

After school help is available almost every day from 2:30-3:00. On
Tuesdays and Thursdays there is an activity bus that will give you a
ride home at 3:15 if you need it.

Mid-terms and Finals are big tests that are separate from your
quarter (9 week report cards) but contribute to your year-end
grade.



Transcript Overview

Your transcript basically becomes your
academic resumeé
Your course end grades determine your QPA

QPA is Quality Point Average

Interchangable with GPA (Grade Point Average)
You will receive a class rank based on your
QPA

We do not rank until end of junior year
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Class Rank and QPA Calculation

Your class rank and QPA are calculated based
upon your year end grades

English 1 A 4 1.0 4.0 QPA =QP
Algebra 1 B 3 1.0 3.0 Total/Credits
Biology A 4 1.2 4.8

Civics/Gov. A 4 1.0 4.0

PE g A 4 0.4 1.6

Spanish 1 C 2 1.0 2.0

Band A 4 1.0 4.0 QPA

7.1 24.9 3.51



Class Rank and QPA Calculation

Honors courses receive .5 weighted credit
An A in an Honors course is worth 4.5

B=3.5
C=2.5



What do | need to take next year?

English class

Math class
Science

Social Studies
Physical Education
Lunch

Electives

No fewer than 2.0 credits
No greater than 3.0 credits



Core Sequences/Options

oth Grade
English Honors Eng“sh 1 Honors English2  English 3AP English 4AP
Academic English 1 Acac!. English 2 Academlc English 3 Acac!emlc English 4
_ English 2 English 3 English 4
Engl'Sh 1 Resource English  Resource English Resource English
Resource English English ESL English ESL English ESL
English ESL
Math Honors Geometry Honors Algebra2  Honors Pre- AP Calculus
Algebra 2 Calculus Calculus
Geometry Geometry Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus
Algebra | Algebrall Algebra 2 Probability & Statistics
Pre-Algebra
Science Honors BiO|Ogy Honors Chemistry ~ AP Chemistry, AP Biology
Biolo Chemistry Honors Physics AP Physics
gy Physical Science  Academic Physics Anatomy & Physiology
College Physics Environmental Science
Environmental
Science
Social Government/Civics World History AP US History AP European History
AP World History ~ US History Shaping the Modern

Studies Hon. Gov./Civics



Core Sequences/Options

gth Grade English

Honors English 1 - In order to take Honors English 1 a student
must earn an "A” average in their 8th grade reading and
language arts classes. Additionally, they must score proficient
or advanced on the literature PSSA.

Academic English 1 - To be recommended for Academic
English 1, students should have maintained a strong "A” or “B”
in both Language Arts (84% or higher) and Reading (90% or
higher) throughout the eighth grade year.

English 1 -
Resource English - A student will only be placed into Resource
English as part of an IEP.

English ESL - A student will only be placed into English ESL if
he/she qualifies for that service.



Core Sequences/Options

gth Grade Math

Honors Geometry - Students with an A average in Algebra | will
be recommended for Honors Geometry.

Geometry — Students who pass Algebra 1 (lower than an A) will
move on to Geometry.

Algebra 1 — Students who have passed 8" grade Pre-
Algebra and are recommended by teacher as being ready
for Algebra 1.

Pre-Algebra - Some students will be identified by 8th grade

teachers and staff as needing additional Pre-Algebra coursework and
will be recommended to take Pre-Algebra at the high school.

Resource Math — Students will be placed into Resource Math
based on an IEP.



Core Sequences/Options

gth Grade Science

gth graders will be placed into either Honors Biology or Biology.
Both of these classes cover the topics required to pass the Biology
Keystone Exam which have been established by the Pennsylvania
State Standards. Both of these classes meet 6 periods a week to
include a laboratory period. Placement in theses classes is
determined by the student’s performance in Middle School Math
& Science classes.

Honors Biology - Students with a B or higher in Math and Science in
8th grade will be recommended for Honors Biology. Honors Biology
is @ more rigorous science course. It is recommended for students who
are planning to take higher level science courses throughout high
school and are considering a career in a science related field. Honors
Biology is a weighted course.

Biology



Core Sequences/Options

9t Grade Social Studies Options

Honors Civics & Government - Honors Civics and
Government students must have a 9o% or better
in 8th grade Social Studies with teacher
recommendation.

Civics & Government



Electives

You may take up to 3 full year classes.
You may not always get your first choice.
Be willing to try new classes!

Choose classes based on your interests.

Look inthe TJHS Program of Studies for class
descriptions.



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GZ7wFpkHiMyko4Ro9EPOabm0ObIkaLF8BEzsZGR1L7Q/edit?usp=sharing

Electives

Foreign Language

Spanish I and French |

Successful gth grade foreign language students typically have done well (A or
B) in 8th grade English classes

Colleges typically do like to see at least 2 years of a foreign language; They
don't have to be taken starting in gth grade

Fine Arts
Choir - which level will typically depend on Mrs. Lucci's
recommendation; Varsity Choir is open to anyone who's interested
Band - Mr. Mirabella will typically say which band classes you should
take.You are able to take multiple full year band courses (Band, Jazz
for example) Choose classes based on your interests.

General Art should be the first art class you take at TJHS; will go over
the basics and get you ready for other art courses down the line.



Electives

Business/Tech Electives

Exploratory Business

The first business course you can take at TJ and the one that will
expose you to the other types of business classes that you'll be able
to take down the line

Computer Elective - Required for graduation at some point
Python- Intro programming class
Software Applications - Teaches Microsoft Office Programs

Tech Electives

CAD - Computer Aided Drafting; leads into Engineering and
Architecture

Tech Systems - Students will study the five systems of technology
including construction, transportation, manufacturing,
communication, and biotechnology



Electives

Family & Consumer Science/English Electives

Intro to Family & Consumer Science

The first family & consumer science course you can take.
Learning to make healthy choices in lifestyle and nutrition, to
be a contributing member of family and community, to make
smarter consumer decisions, and child care are the major
areas covered. Hands on projects are part of the course

Interior Design
Public Speaking

Theater Orientation - Theater Orientation is a great class to take
to get comfortable speaking and performing in front of others. It is an
introductory course to theater, so no experience is necessary! It is all
about teamwork, participation, and exploring individual strengths.

Journalism



Next Steps...

Return your signed course request form by:

Friday, April 27t" to Social Studies Teacher

We will not need teachers to initial the pink
form. 8t grade recommendations will be
mailed home.



Planning for after High School

Explore different options

4, year college, trade/technical school,
military

Some sort of post high school training is
required for most careers



Think Long Term...

Ninth grade counts. Your grades DO matter!

Your QPA and Class Rank starts in gt grade
Challenge yourself.
Understand that high school is a big step up from
middle school; You will need to work harder to get the
same grades you're getting this year
Get organized.
Use planner or phone calendar
Use Skyward (new program next year) reqularly
to review your grades, assignments, and
announcements.




Next Steps...

Be thinking about what's after high school
Success in the New Economy — 20 min video
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://www.pacareerzone.org/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zs6nQpVI164
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://www.pacareerzone.org/

Success in the New Economy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zs6nQpV
1164

\UCC

¥ THE NEW ECOROMY

BONW PROSPECTIVE COLLEGE STURENTS CAN GAIN A COMPETITIVE ABVARIAGE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zs6nQpVI164
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zs6nQpVI164

Key Points of Success in the New Economy

Aligning your interests and skills with career choice
IS important

Everyone has unique skills, talents and interests
Having skills & perfecting what you're good at can
be more valuable than having a degree just to have
one

Nationally — 66% of students enroll in college, but
only 25% of that group ends up earning a bachelor’s
degree (4 year)



Key Points of Success in the New Economy

0% of university graduates are underemployed —
they end up taking a job for less money than they
thought they would be able to work for

57% of jobs in 2018 will require skilled training
33% of jobs will require a 4 year degree or more
There are multiple paths to success. Going to
college is a great option for some. Getting skilled
training is a great option for others.

Education and Technical Skills are both valuable
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